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Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON. "     Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  and  the  Forest  Service,  U.   S,  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Mad  dogs  and  forest  fires  are  the  feature  items  in  today's  letter 
from  our  correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

"Speaking  of  letters,"  she  "begins,   "you  may  he  surprised  to  hear 
that  mad  dogs  are  frequent  topics  in  letters  coming  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.     Men  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  tell  me  that  they  receive 
hundreds  of  mad-dog  letters  every  year  —  hundreds  of  requests  for  informa- 
tion on  rahies.    And  no  wonder  since  rabies  is  one  of  the  great  menaces 
to  dogs. 

"Dr.  H.  W.   Schoening  "believes  that  people  can  help  a  great  deal  in 
the  control  of  this  serious  disease  —  people  who  own  dogs  especially  - — 
if  they  know  what  precautions  to  take.     Summer  is  a  had  time  for  the  disease 
to  spread  "because  tourists  so  often  take  dogs  with  them  in  automobiles. 
Only  recently  a  dog  which  came  here  to  Washington  with  tourist  from  a  distant 
State  developed  rabies  shortly  after  it  arrived. 

"Dr.  Schoening  advises  consulting  a  veterinarian  whenever  a  dog, 
especially  a  strange  dog,  shows  symptoms  of  rabies.    He  says  that  there  are 
two  types  of  symptoms,  both  quite  characteristic  of  this  disease.     There  is 
the  furious  or  irritable  form  of  illness  when  the  animal's  disposition 
changes  decidedly.    An  affectionate  dog  may  become  morose  and  depressed  and 
a  snapping  dog  become  cowardly  or  affectionate.     This  change  in  disposition 
is  followed  in  a  few  days  by  an  irresistible  longing  to  roam.     The  dog  will 
fight  or  bite  at  anything  that  interferes  with  its  freedom.     On  returning 
home  after  wandering,  the  sick  dog  often  looks  for  a  secluded  place.  Although 
the  dog  may  have  excessive  saliva  because  the  disease  makes  him  unable  to 
swallow,  foaming  at  the  mouth  is  not  a  common  symptom. 

"The  other  form  of  rabies  is  known  as  the  dumb  or  paralytic  form. 
This  is  less  common  than  the  furious  type.     The  dog  is  depressed  from  the 
beginning  and  hides.     The  first  symptom  commonly  noticed  by  the  owner  is 
paralysis  of  the  lo^er  jaw  so  that  the  owner  may  believe  the  dog  has  a  bone 
in  its  throat.     The  paralysis  continues  until  the  animal  dies. 

"You'll  be  interested  to  know  that  some  countries  —  England,  for 
example,  and  also  Hawaii  —  are  entirely  free  of  this  disease.     These  coun- 
tries have  kept  it  out  by  a  quarantine  on  dogs  when  they  come  in  along  with 
other  rigidly  enforced  precautions.    But  in  countries  where  the  disease  is  . 
already  present,   the  best  ways  to  control  it  arc  licensing  dogs  and 

>    impounding  and  destroying  the  stray  dogs  that  may  carry  the  disease  as  well  as 
quarantine  measures.    A  further  aid  is  vaccinating  the  dog  against  the  dis- 
ease. 
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"Scientists  at  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  who  have  been  studying 
this  kind  of  vaccination  for  dogs  say  that  a  single  injection  of  rabies 
vaccine  may  increase  a  dog's  resistance  to  the  disease  if  the  dog  has  not 
already  boon  exposed  to  it.     But  this  resistance  is  strong  in  some  animals 
yet  weak  or  even  lacking  in  others.     Some  animals  can  withstand  actual 
exposure  to  the  disease  but  others  can't.     So  vaccination  is  only  a  help 
to  the  other  rays  of  controlling  the  disease  which  I  have  just  mentioned. 
By  the  way,  rabies  vaccine  as  now  manufactured  under  Federal  supervision  is 
an  entirely  safe  product.     It  contains  no  living  virus  and  thus  can  neither 
cause  nor  spread  the  disease. 

"So  much  for  mad  dogs.     From  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  I  went  over 
to  the  Forest  Service  for  a  little  news  about  their  new  devices  for  fighting 
fires  this  summer.     There  I  heard  about  the  now  two-way  radio  unit  the 
foresters  will  soon  be  using  cn  their  fire  trucks  and  cars. 

"Rangers  and  other  officers  will  be  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  head- 
quarters constantly  when  they  are  fighting  fires  or  patrol ing  the  National 
Forest  areas.    At  present,  men  on  the  way  to  fires  have  been  out  of  commun- 
ication with  their  base  station.     They  have  been  able  to  set  up  their  port- 
able radio  sets  only  after  stopping.    Many  minutes  or  even  hours  may  have 
gone  by  during  their  trip  to  a  reported  fire —  much  time  lost  before  they 
could  set  up  their  radios  and  reestablish  contact  with  their  base. 

"The  new  equipment  will  allow  fire  chiefs  to  send  trucks  on  long 
distance  runs  yet  give  the  men  details  as  to  the  exact  location  of  the  fire 
while  the  truck  is  on  the  road.     The  fire  chief  can  also  recall  fire  fight- 
ing equipment  or  re-route  it  to  a  more  dangerous  or  more  recently  reported 
fire.     This  will  prevent  long  and  uncertain  runs —  especially  important  in 
very  hazy  or  bad  fire  weather. 

"The  Forest  Service  recently  tested  the  new  radiophone  device  by  talk- 
ing from  Portland,  Oregon,  to  Reno,  Nevada,  and  distances  beyond.  The 
results  were  excellent. 

"By  the  way,  did  you  know  that  the  Forest  Service  protects  about  325 
thousand  square  miles  of  territory  in  the  National  Forests?     That's  an  area 
as  large  as  New  England,  Now  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Missouri  combined. 
But  the  new  radio  device  will  also  be  available  to  the  fire  fighting  forces 
that  protect  millions  of  acres  of  State  and  private  forests." 

That  concludes  this  week's  letter  from  our  Department  of  Agriculture 
correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C.      But  I'll  add  a  postscript  to  that 
letter.     If  you  want  further  information  on  rabies,  write  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  > 
called  "Rabies  or  Hydrophobia."     It  is  free  while  the  supply  lasts. 


